
 

Moore & Allied Families 
Prepared By Patricia M Smoot 

 
  

June 29, 2023 
      
      



Moore Family History Project 

Research by Patricia Marie May Smoot 

Compiled 2023 

 
 

Dear Cousins, 
 
For many years, I have been researching our Family Histories.  I 
have thought of different ways to try and get the information 
out to any of my Family that might find the information 
interesting. I will be 65 years old, on my Birthday, this year.  
I know that I have been researching since about 1995.  I started 
on this puzzle over 25 years ago!  I don’t know if I have 25 
more years to get this information out to all of You!  So, I 
present a very abbreviated version of my years long quest.  I 
hope you will enjoy reading and looking at the pictures.  I also 
hope that over the next 25 years I may be able to offer some 
updates…but, I make no promises!  
 
I want ALL of YOU to know how much our family means to me.  As I 
have gone through all the pictures, it brings back such sweet 
memories of Places, Times & People we have shared.  
   
Love You, Patty – June 29, 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now we will get started with some Family History: 
 
Sallie Irene Moore was born September 15, 1905.  She was the 
baby of her family.  She was born right across the street, from 
where I live, now (FM 1374/Possum Walk Road, New Waverly).  That 
was the old “Moore” homeplace.  This whole area is still known 
as “Moore’s Grove”.  And, on some maps it is still marked as a 
community.  At one time, there was a school, a church, and a 
cabinet shop here.  The Schoolhouse is still being used today, 
as a home. It has been moved from where it was when Grandma and 
all her siblings went to school.  Part of Moore’s Grove school 
was consolidated with the New Waverly High School in 1929. The 
elementary grades were eventually moved in 1937. The Church and 
Cabinet shop were located somewhere in the vicinity of my front 
yard.  I have a chair made by George H. Moore (Grandma’s 
Father).  The legs of the chair are quite short from all the 
years of being dragged across floors.  Sadly, Grandma’s mother, 
Mary Elizabeth Lee Moore, died when Grandma was only 4 years 
old.  So, she did not remember her.  Here are some photos of 
Grandma at different ages.   

               
 
 



 
 
Grandma married Papa (Marion Milton May).  
 

       
 
 
 
 



Grandma’s parents were: Mary Elizabeth Lee and George H. Moore. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a picture of Mary Elizabeth Lee and George H. Moore:

   
  
 
Mary Elizabeth Lee was born on August 17, 1869 in Walker County.  
She died August 7, 1909, in Moore’s Grove, Walker County.  She 
died 10 days before her 40th birthday.  And, like I already said, 
Grandma May was only 4 years old.  So sad!  The story I have 



always been told is that she somehow hurt her leg and got blood 
poisoning.  Mary Elizabeth Lee married George H. Moore on 
December 15, 1889, at her residence.   
 
George H. Moore was born December 15, 1861 and died June 9, 
1925.  Both George H. Moore and Mary Elizabeth Lee Moore are 
buried in East Sandy Cemetery. 



Here is a photo of George H. and Mary Elizabeth Lee Moore Family 
prior to Grandma’s birth.  The baby in this photo is Clyde. 



George H. Moore and Grandchildren.  These were the Children of his oldest Daughter Vernon G. 
Moore Kelton.

 

 
 
Mary Elizabeth Lee was the daughter of Lewis Martin Lee and 
Elizabeth Gertrude Whitley. Lewis Martin Lee along with his 5 
brothers all fought in the Civil War, from the State of Texas. 
Lewis was a Sergeant for the 7th Texas Cavalry Co. G.  He was 
wounded and captured during the War.  2 of his brothers served 
in the same Company with him. His 3 oldest brothers, who didn’t 
serve in the same Company, died during the War, within 3 days of 
each other. They died of Yellow Fever, in Galveston.  Their 
graves have never been found.  It is probably because of the 
Galveston Hurricane of 1900.  After the Hurricane, so many of 
the cemeteries were damaged, and headstones lost or mis-placed.   
 
 
Here is a picture of Lewis Martin Lee & Elizabeth Gertrude 
Whitley and their Marriage License: 



 
 
Lewis Martin Lee was born February 7, 1838 in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  He died March 8, 1912, in Walker Co., Texas.  
Elizabeth Gertrude Whitley was born May 12, 1843 in Texas, and 
died August 24, 1900.  They are both buried in East Sandy 
Cemetery.  There is a Civil War Marker on Lewis’ grave, and also 
on his Brother, John Strong Lee’s Grave, at East Sandy Cemetery. 
 
Elizabeth Gertrude Whitley was the daughter of John Thomas 
Whitley and Mary Knight.  He was a veteran of the Siege of 
Bexar, in December, 1835.  This makes our family eligible for 
membership in the “Daughters of the Republic of Texas”.  He was 
granted 1/3 League of Land as a Colonist in The Republic of 
Texas.  Our Family has been in Texas since before State Hood.  
Texan through and through!



 
 
 
 
 
 
George H. Moore was the son of James Washington Moore and Nancy 
C. Brooks Caperton.  He only had 1 sister: Martha “Auntie” 
Moore.  Their parents died when they were both very young.  
Martha “Auntie” Moore, was a nurse.  There was actually a write 
up in the Houston Chronicle about her, during the 1950’s.  She 
was a graduate from the John Sealy School of Nursing – Class of 
1898.  This was only the 2nd graduating class from the school.  
She worked at the hospital in Galveston, during the 1900 storm. 
Martha “Auntie” Moore devoted her entire life to nursing.  She 
never married.  She and her first cousin, Dr. John T. Moore (son 
of A. A. “Uncle Ab” Moore), started a Hospital in the Heights 



area of Houston.  Dr. John T. Moore was quite a famous 
physician.  He was a pioneer in Cancer Care and research.    
 

            
 
Dr. John T. Moore was the donor of the chain link fence, at East 
Sandy Cemetery. 
 
 
James Washington Moore was born July 2, 1820 in Georgia.  He 
died November 22, 1874, Walker County.  He was a Veteran of the 
War with Mexico.  He, along with his brother, Absalom Autry 
Moore, received the land for Moore’s Grove, for their service in 
the War.  When they first came to Texas, before the war, they 
originally purchased 2 “town lots” in Huntsville.  Those 2 lots 
are now the location of Huntsville City Hall.  Both of them are 
represented on the Gillaspie Memorial Marker in Huntsville, TX.  
Side 2 West Facing:“Captain James Gillaspie’s Company, First 
Regiment, Texas Mounted Volunteers, Colonel C. Hayes, Commander.  
Called into the Service of the United States by Governor J. 
Pinckney Henderson, June 9, 1846 in the War with Mexico (October 
2, 1846 when discharged.)  Officer James W. Moore, Bugler.  
Absolom A. Moore, Private. 
 
Nancy Cannon Brooks Caperton Moore, was a widow, when she 
married James Washington Moore.  Her first husband, James B. 



Caperton, was killed in a gunfight in the town of Old Danville, 
Montgomery County.  Nancy was born December 6, 1822, Tennessee 
and died Feb. 18, 1867, Moore’s Grove, Walker Co.   
 
Both James W. Moore and wife, Nancy, were originally buried in 
the small cemetery that is still located at the front corner of 
my house.  Sometime in 1950’s their graves were moved to East 
Sandy Cemetery.  I have been told that the graves were moved 
when the new road (FM 1374) was being constructed.  This was 
done in the late 1950’s.  Uncle John (John Henry Moore: 
Grandma’s Brother) gave the property right of way for the road 
to be constructed.  This was after I was born (December 24, 
1958).  Dad (John Floyd May) was so kind as to inform me one 
day, that I was “older than the road out front”.  Thanks Dad! 
Her Father was a War of 1812 veteran.  His name is Samuel 
Clifford Brooks.  He is buried in Shepherd Hill Cemetery, 
Montgomery Co., Tx. 
 
I have information that traces Nancy C Brooks Caperton Moore’s 
family all the way back to the 1600’s in Massachusetts.  Our 
Family has been in the United States a VERY LONG time! 
 

 

James Washington Moore - 
Ancestors 



 
 

 
 
Samuel Clifford Brooks was the father of Nancy C. Brooks.  He 
was a Veteran of the War of 1812.  He arrived in the State of 
Texas in 1849.  He is the man that Uncle Brooks (Lewis Brooks 
May) is named after.  Samuel’s father, John Brooks, is a Veteran 
of the Revolutionary War. 

Nancy Cannon Brooks Caperton Moore - 
Ancestors 



 
Just a little more information on the LEE Family.  This is where 
I have done most of my research.  Lewis Martin Lee was the son 
of Thomas Lee and Elizabeth C. Strong Binion. When they moved to 
Texas from Tuscaloosa, Alabama, they bought land in what is now 
San Jacinto County. (About half-way between New Waverly and 
ColdSpring, on Highway 150). Here is a picture of the “Lee 
Cabin”.  The cabin was built around 1855: 

 
Here is a picture of Thomas and Elizabeth Lee: 

 
 
They had sold the land and cabin, in the 1870’s.  They were 
moving to Grimes County.  The Family story is that Thomas was 
moving the last wagon load, when he died.  Nobody knows where. 
And, I have not been able to find where Elizabeth is buried 
either. 
 
I have been able to establish with a reasonable amount of 
certainty, that Thomas Lee is the first cousin to Margaret C. 
Lea, wife of General Sam Houston. 
 
 



 
And to finish this project, I have pictures of some of the older 
graves in East Sandy Cemetery, New Waverly, TX. These graves 
were originally located in the Moore’s Grove Cemetery (Close to 
my front property corner). 
 
 



 
 
 

A. A.  Moore 



 

 

 

 
 



  


